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‘Casey, Who Can’t Remem er,
" Berates Ofﬁaals WhO' Can’t Read

~ LouCammon
REAGAN& CO

Central Intelligence Agency Du'ect.orl
William J. Casey. whose memory ranges:
from weak to nonexistent on unauthorized ;
disclosure: of President' Carter’s bneﬁng*‘
-books to the 1980 Reagan campaign;-isy
worried. that fellow Reagamta.are a- bunch.
of blabbermouths.

Appearing before the senior Whlte;
House staff last Tuesday. and. readmg a:i
prepared lecture in a tone-described. as:“an
admonishing mumble,” Casey fretted about .
the difficulties of keeping classified mfor—.
mation classified. L

In the process, he gave ‘several still-clas- -
sified examples of unauthonzed disclo-"
sures” to staff members not normaily au-
thorized to recexve classified mformanon of
any kind i

 Fortunately for the: security of the re-‘
pubhc, Casey’s examples included such pre- |
viously rehashed events as the thwarted
Libyan invasion of the- Sudan, the world--
publicized sending of arms to Afghan guer-
rillas and the open secret that the United .
States is assisting anti-government rebels
in Nicaragua. .

All of this was old hat. But some of the
White House statf members were startled
to hear Casey's report on care and feeding

~ of the National Intelligence Daily, the com-

paratively low-level CIA analysis provided

+ daily to 150 US. government officials. A

legend on the cover of this document,

g known as NID, says it is to be returned the
' same day and not to be duplicated.

According to Casey, a CIA check showed

', that more than 100 of the documents were
not being turned in and that some of those

returned came complete with handy nota-
tions instructing secretaries to copy them.
One responsive official, asked to return his
copy, supposedly gave back 75 photocopies.

WASHINGTON POST
27 June 1983

~ As it turns out, there are’ remedxes to
deal with such carelessness. - :

Casey mentioned’a few of them, such as
dismissal ‘and administering™ lie-detector
tests to employes-who engage in “unautho-
rized disclosures.?. As. far.as-is-known, he
would make an: exception- for briefi ing: ma-
terial - tha&mystenously appears on the
desk of ‘campaign chairmen just before a
crucial debate: - .

Two days later,-when asked to provide
details. of how the Carter- briefing book
wound up in the Reagan camp, Casey gave °
an.impressive demonstration of what a CIA )
director might do if he became a prisoner -
of war: - .- - i
Altho;;gh he prowded his name and
rank;:Casey said he remembered nothing
wha&ve'ﬁ'a’bout a briefing book that White -

House chief of staff James A. Baker III re- _
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_ tion of credibility. __

_..-n,,ﬁ S

called Casey giving hlm Casey’s recollec-‘
tion has not.improved subsequently.

Most Americans would, of course, be
venumely concerned by= disclosure of real’
national-security secrets by those charged-
with keeping them. But some.in the White.
House believe that national security in the
Reagan administration would be served es-
pecially-well by appointment of a CIA di-
rector who starts with a greater presump-

That is not Gasey’s long suit, as a couple
of joKes making the White House rounds
last week attest. One, attributable to Alan
Abelson i Barron's, said “CIA” really stood
tor “Casey Investing Again,” a reference to
the remarkable timeliness of the director’s
successful stock-market investments.

The other, repeated on background and
presumably not classified, was a tongue-in--
cheek assurance that Casey could not have
:)eer‘: the recnprem. of the Carter bhriefing
OO

“If Bill had received it,” one White

; House official said, “he would have placed

it in a blind trust.”
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